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19th December, 1947. 


Dear Cable, | 
"COLONEL FREDERICK C. JOHNSON" 


This confirms my telephone advice yesterday that 
information has been received .. "DE WITT CLINTON" 
(3,899 tons gross) - to be re-named "FRED C. JOHNSON" , 
now in Hampton Roads - had been offered on the London 
Market for insurance (sailing to_Wediterranean . including 
Haifa.) It is my view there is“no doubt the ship con- 
cerned is "COLONEL FREDERICK C. JOHNSON" and the informa= 
tion therefore appears to debunk the Owners' statement 
of his intention to sail the ship to Holland for re-fitting 
etc. | ae 
"COLONEL FREDERICK C. JOHNSON" has already been 
notified to the insurance contacts concerned under the 
arrangement for denial of insurance to suspect ships. 
They have now been informed that there is little doubt 
that "DE WITT CLINTON" offered for insurance is the 
"COLONEL FREDERICK C. JOHNGON" PpPEeviously notified to. 
them, and it is hoped satisfactory arrangenents will be 
made to deny insurance accordingly. 


I am sending copies of this letter to Evershed, 
Higham and Scherr. | 


Yours sincerely, 
° 


&. Cable, Esq., 
Foreign Office, 
> SoW.1. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
; C\WKSHINGTON 8, D. C. 


fu fee December 1947 


Ref: 84/159/47 


Dear Department, 


Please refer to your letter E 11396/84/31 * 


of the 9th December to the Chancery at Lisbon 


about the GLORIA and the ATR-83. 

2. The State Department inform us that the 

GLORIA is still at Charleston and that they will 
let us know when she leaves. They did not know 

what had happened to the ATR-83. 

3 We are sending a copy of this letter to 


Lisbon. 
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Yours ever, 


CHANEY 


N00 HOT 


Kastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 


London, S.W.1. 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 
PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


Following document(s retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 
of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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your telegram No. 1418. ae 


S.S. CORINA hes not sailed. Reliable repor ts. 
state thet she will not be employed in illegal imi- 
gration traffic. 


Fereign Office please repeat to Angora and Athens 
as my telegrams Nos. 52 and 26 respectively. 


rRepeated to Angora end Atheris. ] 
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: BRITISH EMBASSY, 
“T+. 4 WASHINGTON 8, D. Cc. 
18th December 1947 


Refs G165/-/47 64 


0.20 me 


Dear Department, STR IES hy 4 


Would you please refer to our letter G165/-/47 
of the 30th June about the registration of ships 
under Honduran flag. | 


Qe We have recently given our approval for the 
permanent registration under Honduran flag of the 
following three ships: 


(a) LCI(L)-639, 400 grt, owned by the Mortenson 
Shipping Company of 90 Broad Street, New York. She 
will be renamed the MARY X and will be used for the 
carriage of general cargo and fruit between United 
States ports and the West Indies. A written assurance 
was received.fronHarry H. Mortenson (Cdr., U.S. Navy) 
that the ship would not be used outside the western 
hemisphere and that we would be notified should 
there ever be any change of plans in this respect. 


(b) The former U.S. Coast Guard Cutter MODAC, 
owned by Mr. Manuel Vellianitis, of Mobile, Alabama. 
This ship is 1600 grt and has been converted to a 
dry cargo carrier for runs between the Gulf of 
Mexico, the West Indies, and the east and west coasts 
of South America. H.M. Vice Consul at Mobile received 
assurances that the vessel will be used exclusively 
in the western hemisphere and was told that the U.5. 

* Government had been informed that she would not be 
used in the Mediterranean, The owner also stated 
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/that 
Bastern Department 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 


that should the ship be sold,or chartered to another, 
or be transferred to another flag, both H.M. Vice 
Consul and the U.S. Government would be informed. 


(c) The SS INSCO MERCHANT (ex LST-341), owned 
by the Intercontinental Shipping Corporation, of 608 
Tampa Street, Tampa, Florida. This ship is being 
_ converted at Charleston to a cargo carrier for use 
in the Gulf. of Mexico and the Caribbean. A written 
assurance has been received from the company that 
she will not be used outside the western hemisphere 
and that we shall be notified and given full information 
should any change of plan be decided upon by the 
company in the future. according to H.M. Vice Consul 
at Tampa, the president of the company is George F. 
Williken, a shipping man who is well known in Bermuda. 
The company owns a number of vessels, none. of which, 
so far as H.M. Vice Consul is aware, have operated 
outside Gulf, Caribbean and Central American waters. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY 
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18 December 1947, 


Dear Department, 


Your E.10438/84/31 of the lst December enclosing 
correspondence between Beith and Higham at the Colonial 
Office about the possibilities of the Turks stopping the 
Jewish illegal immigrant ships "Pan York" and "Pan Cres- 
cent" if Panamanian registry were withdrawn. 


2. We entirely agree with your views that, however 
justified the Turks might be in stopping ships which are 
flagless, the practical difficulties in this case are 
great. The Turks would be most reluctant to attempt a 
forcible arrest in the face of a probably determined 
resistance. Even if they did manage to arrest the ships, 
they would, as you say, be left with the alternatives of 
maintaining 16 000 Jews or forcing them to return whence 
they came, His Majesty's Government have themselves had 
an unfortunate experience in trying to carry out the 
latter alternative and we can hardly press again a similar 
experiment to the Turks, 


3s We think therefore that it would be much better to 
say nothing to the Turks, particularly in view of the 
Secretary of State's decision not to press the Turkish 
Government further which was reported to them by the 
Turkish Ambassador in London. But the Naval Attaché 
points out that an advantage in the withdrawal-of regis- 
tration would be that His Majésty's ships waiting outside 


enge and investi 
as soon as they were sighted and could 
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%, 
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Rastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 


AN 
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therefore begin operations very much sooner. 


4, We enclose two extra copies of this letter in case 
you wish to circulate it, 


Yours ever, 


ANKARA CHANCERY , 


Heh. 
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6 7445/47 


e HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Athens 
presents his compliments to H.ji.P.S.0f S. for FEA. 
and has the honour to transmit to np the, el ‘mentiqned ‘ 
documents. ‘ 


British 


Reference to previous cor | 
Telegram No.2197 of 20th November from FO. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | Subject. 


Note Verbale No.5d55 
(46/443/47) to the | Illegal Jewish 
R.H.MeFLA. dated 16th immigration. 


December, 1947 
The "Corina" 
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34794 30582—1 (8) 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
ATHENS 


Hie Britannic Majesty's Smbasesy present 
their compliments to the Royal Hellenic Ministry of 
Poreign Affairs and have the honour to refer to the 
Miniatry's Note No.44925 of the 29th October 
concerning the vessel "Corina", | 


: His Majesty's Eubassy agree that the initial 
voyage of this vessel to Piraeus, for which she has 
been given permission to wear the Greck flag, appears 
to be legitimate. In the view of His Majesty's 
Government, however, the vessel remains strongly 
suspect after the termination of thie voyage and His 
Majeaty's Hvbassy therefore have the honour to request 
the Royal Hellenic Government to do everything possible 
to delay the granting of Greek registration to the 
"Corina", and to afford her as few other facilities 
as may be consonant with the reguiations in force... 


His Majesty's Kubassy avail themselves of this 
opportunity to renew to the Royal Hellenic Ministry 
Foreign Affeirs the assurance of their highest 


consideration. 
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Mr. Sarell, 2 a am oneat si 
No, 1,555 : D: 5.00 pom. 23rd Deeenber, 1947. 
23rd December, 1947. R: 6.14 pelle 23rd December, 1947. 


Repeated to: Angora, 
Sofia, 
Jerusalen, 
BMH. O. Cairo, : 
Malte (for Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean), 
Washington, y a | a 


gora, Sofia, orusalem, B.M.E.0. 
n-Chief Mediterranean and 


My telegram No. 1,546, e | 
Pan York left Constanza for unknown déstinstion to-day. 


2. Local reports indicate Bulgaria to be country of 
embarkation, — 7 | 


3. Persistent reports of large movements of Jews by road 
eo Glugiu en route for Bulgaria have so far not been sonfirned 
y me. | 


Foreign Office please repeat to Angora, Jerusalen, 
B.M.&.0. Cairo, Malta for Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean, 
and Washington as my telegrams Nos, 53, 77, 29, 18 and 179 
respectively. | | . 
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[Repeated to Angora, B.M.E.O. Cairo and Washington] 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section, Colonial Office 
for repetition to Jerusalen] 


[Copies sent to War Registry, Admiralty for 
repetition to Malta for Commander-in-Chief 
Mediterranean] 8 
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‘(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained 
by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 
AMENDED DISTRIBUTION (2/th December,1 


Cypher/OTP WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION 


FROM BUCHAREST TO FORSIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Sarell, é D. 2.40 pom. 25th December,1947. 
1 . 
Aas December ,1947. Re 3015 Pele 25th December ,1927. 


Repeated to Sofia, 
Angora, 
Jerusalen, 
BoM.E. 0.Cairo, 
Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean (Malta), 
Washington. 


DIATE 
RESTRICTED 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.15° 
o Sofia, Angora, en, 
airo, Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean (Malta) 
and Washington. 


My telegram No.1555. 


Eight trains are passing into Bulgaria vie Giurgiu 
and Dobritch with 12.000 illegal immigrants bound for 
Bulgarian ports probably Varna, 


| 2. It is reported that a number, variously stated te 
be 1,000 or 2,000 were nominated by Soviet Authorities, and I 
am reliably informed that 800 prospective immigrants were turned 
back by Roumanian Siguranta, 


Foreign Office please repeat to Angora, Jerusalem, 
Middle East Office Cairo, Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean 
(Malta) and Washington as my telegrams Nos. 55, 78, 30, 19 
and 180 respectively. | 
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[Repeated to Angora, Middle East Office, Caire, and 
Washington i, | : | 


[Copies sent to War Registry Admiralty for retransmissien 
to Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean (Malta) ]. 


[Copy sent to Telegraph Section, Colenial Office for 
retransmission to Jerusalen]. | | 
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Cy pher/OTP | ! DEPARTMENTAL NO, L. 
FROM BUCKARES@Or0 “PGRRLGN-OPP ICN. 


Mir, Sarell. D. 2.40 p.m. 25th December, 1947, 


No, 1559, 
R. 8.15 pom. 25th December, 1047. 
25th December, 1947, | 


Repeated to: Sofia, 
Angora 
Jerusalen, 
Middle East Office, Cairo, 
Commander~in-Chief Mediterranean (Malta), 


Washington. 
IMMEDIATE. 
RESTRICTED. 


Addressed to Foreign Office 
Degember n, repeated to solia, 
l e has fice, Cairo, Command 
Mediterranean (Malta) and Washington. | 


oot, 
’ 


f 


iy telegram No, L505, (~~ ' 


Eight trains are passing into Bulgaria via Giurgiu 
and Dobritch with 12,000 illegal immigrants bound for 
Bulgarian ports probably Varna. 


It is reported that a number, variously stated 


| Le 
to be 1,000 or 2,000, were nominated by Soviet Authorities,| 


and 1 am reliably informed that 800 prospective immigrants 
were turned back by Roumanhian Siguranta. 


Foreign Office please repeat to Angora, Jerusalen, 
Middle East Office, Cairo, Commander-in-Chief 
Mediterranean (Malta) and haskington as ny telegrams 
Nos. 55, 78, 80, 19 and 180 respectively. 


[Repeated to Angora, Middle East Office, Cairo, and 
Washington]. 


[Copies sent to War Registry Admiralty for retransmission | 
to Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean (Malta)]. 


[ Co By sent to Telegraph Section, Colonial Office for 
retransmission to Jerusalen]. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher/OTP WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGION — 


NO. 13356 
, December, 1917, D. 1.47 pe, 27th December, 1927, 


Repeated to U.K, Del. New York No. 4408 
Jerusalem... 
Sofia No. 1698 
Bucharest No, 1452 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


‘CROCUS 


e 


ec 


1 Kingdao 
charest, 


Bucharest telegram No. 1559 [of December 25th. 
Illegal ini gration (. 


You should bring this information urgently to the 
notice of United States authorities and press them to 
take all possible action to restrain Jewish Agency from 
proceeding with this operation. Whatever views may be held 
about proposal in (a) of your telegram No, 7167 [of 
December 23rd] there is clearly no excuse for mass illegal 
immigration now before we have even been able to begin 
discussions with United Nations Commission, Arrival of 
Pan York and Pan Crescent in Middle East at this stage 
would not only be a very severe tax on our administrative 
resources but would provoke Arabs to react even more 
violently than at present. Only the Russians would gain 
from the proposed operation through greatly increased | 
disturbances throughout the Middle East and introduction 
of large numbers of communist* agents, 
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- FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO SOFIA 


No.1687 | 
27th December, 1947, D,1.50 p.m. 27th December, 1947. 
Repeated te Bucharest No. 1463 
| Washington Ne.15355 
Jerusalen 


MOST IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL : 
Addressed te Sefia 0.1697 ef 27th December,1947, 

Repeated fer zmornaN ten: te Bucharest, Washington, 

| Bucharest telegram Ne,1559 [ef 235th December: 

illegal immigration]... | 
| Previded yeu see ne ebjection yeu sheuld bring 
repert in paragraph 1 urgently to netice of Bui gar an 


Goverment and reiterate representations report 
in your telegram Ne.1312 [ef 17th October]. | 


a pee aa large scale illegal immigration im 
articularly reprehensible now that United Nations 

ave made their recommendations for future of Palestine 
and we are about to negotiate with United Nations 
Cemmission on handover of authority to then. 
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FROM SOFIA TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mr, Sterndale Bennet | | 
No, 1588 De 11.31 a, i, 2/th December, 1927. 
Soth December, 1947. Re 12.9 p.m, 27th December, 1937, 


Repeated to Angora 
Jerusalem 
B. i, E.0, Cairo 
Malta (for C. inc.) 
Bucharest | 


Addréssed to Foreign Office telegram No, 1588 of 
December 24th repeated 7 Angora, Jerusalem, British Middle 
East Office Cairo, Malta for Commander~ in-Chief and 
Bucharest. ne ang 


Bucharest telegrams Nos. 1546 December 22nd and 1555 
December 23rd. Illegal immigration into Palestine. 


I made urgent representations in writing on 
December 24th to the new Minister for Foreign Affairs on 
the lines of my letter of October 17th to his predecessor 
(my despatch No, 297). In the meantime I am trying to 
ascertain whether of ships have arrived in either Varna 


or Bourgas, c/4 


Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem, Middle Kast 
Office Cairo and ifalta for Commander-in-Chief as my 
telegrams Nos, 40, 64% and 8 respectively, 


[Copy sent to Middle Hast Secretariat |] 


| [Repeated to Cairo and copies sent to Telegraph 
Section Colonial Office and War Registry Admiralty for 
repetition to Jerusalem and Malta (for Commander~in-Chief 
Mediterranean) respectively] 
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FROM SOFIA TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mir. Sterndale Bennett 
No. 159 D. 7.07 pem. 27th December, 1947 
27th December, 1947 R. 7.48 pom. 27th December, 1947 


{ 
Repeated to Jerusalem, Angora, Bucharest, .C.-in-C. Med., , 
B.M.u.0. Cairo, Washingtone «© {| "Tf 
LLPORTANT 
CONFIDENTIAL 9 ; ac 
dressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 1599 of 
Decentee oTth repeated ES Jerusalem, Angora, Bucharest, 
Malta for Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean, Cairo for 
British Middle East Office, Washington. 


Your telegram No. 1588, 2 es Jel / er ae 


/ 


¢ ; ‘ 
Cae Aa | 


Illegel immigration, 


; I have been shueeecee informed that Pan York and 
Pan Crescent have been at Bourgas since December 25th. 

800 immigrants from Marseilles are already embarked and 

1t is stated that a similar number are expected to arrive 
for embarkation shortly. Date of sailing is not yet known. 


; Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem, C.~-in-C,. 
iediterranean, Middle East Office Cairo and Washington as 


my telegrams Nos. 41, 9, 65, 307 respectively. 
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{Repeated to Middle East Office Cairo and Washington. 
Copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office 

and War Registry -.dmiralty for repetition to 
Jerusalem and 0.-in-C. Mediterranean. 

Copy sent to Middle Hast Secretariat. ] 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed: on] 


Cypher/OTP - WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION 
FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Lord Inverchapel 
NO. De 2.53 pom, 27th December, 1927, 


2/th December, 1947. R. 8,58 pom, 27th December, 1947. 


Repeated to U.K.Del, New York © oe | Pae wa, 
Jerusalem pie ES 3 
TMMEDIATE Sofia 
SECRET Bucharest 99 °= 
=... Addressed to Foreign Office 10. 88) , 27th 
repeated to U.K.Del. New York, Jerusalen, Rift Bucharest, 
Seez fp! 


Your telegram No, 13356, 9 ug /2.ur 


Balfour spoke today to Loy Henderson, who said 
that <he would at once get into touch with Lovett and 
that the State Department would do everything possible 
to restrain the Jewish Agency. But he was not too 
hopeful of success in view of the line taken by the | 
Jewish Agency reported at the end of paragraph 1(c) 
of my telegram No, 7167,/5 In a supporting letter we 
ere again drawing State Department's attention to the 
information contained in Bucharest telegram No, 1526, 
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Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem, Sofia and 
Bucharest as my telegrams Nos, 113, 75 and 72 
respectively. 


[Repeated to Sofia and Bucharest. Copy sent to 
Telegraph Section Colonial Office for repetition to 
Jerugailen | 3 % x 
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. Cypher (0.T.P.) | 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham} 


D. 28th Dece 
R. 26th 


TMMEDTATE 
No. 2516 Secret 


mer» TOE. 


430 56 hi. 


* 


Addressed Secretary of State. 
Repeated te Vashington No. 315 (Please pase tea 
Wmited Kingdom Delegation as my No, 1907). 


Am advised that an Associated Press pepork in 
tomGay's presse states that PAN YORK and CRESCEN? lefs Hour gag 
yeeterday for Palestine with total of 15,000 imsigrants and 
agiinst the wishes of the Jewish Agency, Local agency ofPicialsm 
Ccovtion galling waa not iw accordenes with thete AYP PN ECMONES y 
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Brigadier J,R.C. Hamilton. 
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- First Sea Lord. 
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Sir NR. Brook. 
Private Secretary. 
relvate Secretary. 
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' Private Secretary. 
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& HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Washington presents his 
compliments to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State ‘for 
Foreign Affairs and has the honour ts 


mentioned documents. 


British Embassy 
Washington, D. C. 


_ Reference to previous correspondence: . 
F.O. telegram No.13122 of t cae th December 
S07 ny | 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Copy of Aide Memoire 
to the State Department S.S. COL. F.C. 


19th December. JOHNSON 


No. 736 G1O5/@/47 7 
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ALRE BEESIRE 


The British Embassy hee just received from the 
Foreign Office seme farther information conseraing the 
ship named THE COLONEL F.C. JOHNSON ich, as sentioned 
in their Alde Benoire to the State Departuent 6165/~/47 
of the 13th December, is suspected by the British 
Governuent of being intended for the transport of illegal 
imeigrants to Palestine. 


2, This information is to the effect that the COLOMEL 
F.C. JOHNSON has been offered for insurance on the London 
market for operation in the iediterranesn, ineluding Neifa. 
fhis port would presumably not have been nentioned unless 
the owners intended to send her there. In view of the 
point referred to in paragraph 2(g) of the British 
inbassy's previous Aide Hesolre on the subject, and of 
the fact that the cwners have wade no mention of their 
intention to send the ship to Haifa, this new developuent 
appears to the British Government to give further cause 
to suspect that this ship may be intended for the 
illegal immigration traffic. | 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
WASHINGTOR, D.Co, 
19th December 1947. 


PALESTINE 29 


| Registry € asisfey of > et tu Sun York ' 


rune FR “itl > Uf, Opt tbs a m 7 
dab hank WE Paap ea Wipbe ' Hig 


No. Afi XL lis Lhe iting ot hile uti Ae 


a | AGL wade, wf with milli (Tap “</— 
Received (eS al tes wha LULAL bby & aa tu 
aaa) | a lhe ais fi CAF: aby Gof % aul 

| 1h Atif . 


ous 
AME ASEOR of ee 


Last Paper. _ (Minutes.) 


(2Z7¥ eer ee warm é reais 


pit OR it 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


6 LIK (on 


~v 
«< 
= 
oo 
= 
= 
oS 
uw 
~ 
= 
mm. 
<u 
‘ 
@ 
rr 
te] 
zz 
m 
© 
=] 
Ed 
 ~] 
°o 
ba | 
= 
Q 
Ui 
r 
°o 
= 
r 4 


See ) 


Be A/ Ai 


Next Paper. 


(Action (Index.) 
| 
| 


i755 ‘es 30471 F.O.P 


a 
jer, 


“WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION. 
FROM SOFIA TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Hr. Sterndale Bennett 
Ne. 15% De 1le30 aem. 29th December 1917. 


28th Deeember 1937, Re 12628 poem 29th Deeeuber 19L7. 
Repeated te Bueharest 


Washingten 
Jerusalem 


Your telegram Ne. 1697. 
Jewish immigration. 


activity evening ef Deceaber 27th. Minister fer Fereign 


Affairs was net available but threugh his Persenal Adviser I 
sent him very urgent letter en general lines ef your telegran 
but with the additien that I understand that twe ships were 
new at Bourgas and that Jews fren this country were alse being 
sent te gwell the tetal. | | 


Foreign Offiee please pass te Washingten and Jemsalen 
as my telegrans Nes. 309 and 43 respectively. : 


[Repeated te Washington and@ eepies sent te co 


™ h 
Seetien Celenial Offiee fer retransnissien te Jerusalen}. 
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- Cypher/OIP DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1. 149 
fos 
FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Lord Inverchapel 
No, 7211 D. 9.15 pom, 29th Decexber, 1927. 
29th December, 1947. R. 2.30 a.m, 30th December, 1927. 
Repeated to iialta for Commander-in-Chief iiediterranean 
(Import ant) eA Rag 5 
Angora ; 
Sofia | 
Jerusalem E 1 2565 
Panama (via Foreign Office) 


IMPORTANT 30 EC 
CONFIDENTIAL ee 


State Department inform us in confidence that the 
United States mbassy in Panama telegraphed to them today 
to the effect that on the receipt of news that Pan Crescent 
and Pan York had left Bourgas Panamanian official had 
said that if United States Consul at Istanbul could confirm 

their departure, Panamanian Government would withdraw 


their Panamanian registry. 


o, The telegram was repeated to the United States 
Consul at Istanbul who will reply direct to the United 
States limbassy in Panama. 
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Foreiga Office please pass to iialta, Angora, Soria 
and Jerusalem as my telegrams Nos. 2, 49, 76 and 114 
respectively, 


[Repeated to Angora, Sofia and Panama, Copies 
sent Admiralty for Commander~in-Chief Mediterranean and 
to Colonial Office for Jerusalem] | 
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Cenfidential 
FROM FPORRTGN OFFICS TO PANAMA 


D. 6.10 poem. Bist Decenber 1947 


No, 141 
Z3ist December 1947 
and to vashington No, 13486 


Repeated te Angera Ne. 1063 
Bucharest No, 1463 | 
Istanbul (Censul General) Ne. 89 
Sefia No. 718 


 Commander-in-Chief Mediter: anean 
Jerusalen | Immediate 


Cyprus 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AdGressed to Panama telegram No. 141 ef December 31st 
and te Washington and repeated fer infermation to Angora, 


Istanbul, Sefia, Bucharest, Conmander-in-Chief iediterranean, 
Jerusalem and Cyprus. 


yest atone er end 36 7211 and Panana telegram No,120 
(net to all) [of 29th and 30th December]. 


Jewish illegal ‘immigration, — 


Panamanian Charge d'affaires here telephoned this 
afternoon te say that he hed just received a telegram from 

his Gevernment informing him that the provisional patents of 
Panamanian registration granted te the "Pan York" and 

"Pan Crescent® had expired on the 25th October and 5th 

November respectively and, in view ef His Majesty's Government's 
representations, had net (repeat net) been renewed. These 

ships are not, therefore, entitled to fly the Panamanian flag 
and, so far as we know, now possess no nationality. . 


2. sener Merales said that he had ne previous 
Enew) 0dge of this decision and was unable to give any 
explanation of the Panamanian Gevernment’s delay in 
communicating it te us. : 

Se United States Embassy nore? whese assistance we had 


requested in view of Vashingten telegram No. 7211, have been 
informed of this new development, 
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Mr. Sgerniale Bennett ; any ee 
No. 1602 D. 11.25 a.m. 30th December, 1947. ba 


. 4 


29th December, 1947. R. 12.52 peme SGth December, 194 


Repeated to : Bucharest 
Washington 
Jérusalem 
United Kingdom Delegation, Ne 


DED IATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 


My first intimation that Ships had Sailed was B.B.C. 
announesment that they had passed through the Bosphorws. I 
have sinee regeived report that they left Bourgas at noon en 


December 27th and that eaeh ship had seme fou to five thous- 
and passengers on beard. 


2. I at onee asked to see Minister for Foreign Affairs but 

as he was indisposed I saw the new Assi tant Minister, 

M. Ganovsky, this evening. I told him that I was shocked 
to learn that, in feoe of all my warnings, the Bulgarian 
Goverment had allowed this mass lilegal immigration to teke 
place. In doing so they had assumed a very heavy responsi- 
bility; I must make an immediate oral protest while entirely 
reserving my Goverment's attitude. But the-question was not 
merely one betwéew my Government and the Bulgerian Government. 
Bt was an international question in regard to which all 
Governments had an international respons ibility. The 
United Nations had now taken a decision regarding the future 
of Palestine and it was a particular ly eritical moment while 
the operation of the decision was being worked out. I drew 

; attention to the resolution passed by the Assembly of the 
United Nations en November 17th about Lllegal immigration. 

; While it was true thet that resolution Was addressed te Member 
States, I had heped that the Bulgarisn Government would aot in 
accerdanoe with it, particularly in view ef certain passages 
in their recently signed treaty of mutual sssistence with 
Yugeslaevia. In that treaty Bulgaria undertoek te cerduct 
herself in cenfermity with the Spirit ef the United Nations 
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Charter 


Charter, and Article 7 of the Treaty said that the Bulgarians 
would support any initiative designed to ensure peace snd 
security in the world. That surely implied an obligation 

not to support any initiative likely to compromise peace and 
security. I repeated that I thought that the Bulgarien 
Government, in letting these people into Bulgaria from 

Roumania and in allowing them and persons from Bulgaria to 
emberk in ships engeged in this scendalous traffic, had taken 
a very Serious step which would enormously complicate the | 
position in Palesting. | 


3. The Assistant Minister, who evidently felt that this was 
a cese for a soft answer, said thet he was unfortunately not 
femilier with the facts or with what hed taken place previously 
between myself end M. Kimon Georgiev and Ml. Kolarov; it was 
certainly the aim of the Bulgerian Goverment to conduct its 
policy in thespirit of the United Nations and he would inyes- 
tigate the facts at once. a 


4. I made it eleer once more that I was expressing my 
dumediate personal reaction end that I entirely reserved the 
attitude of His Majesty's Goverment. | 


5. It seems to me that this is a case where I should be instruo- 
ted to make a strong formal protest in the name of His Majesty's 
Government apart from eny possible action by Security Council. 


Foreign Office please pass Washington, Jerusalem and 
United Kingdom Delegation, New York, as my telegrams 
Nos. 511, 44 and 17 respectively. | 


[Repeated to Washington and United Kingdom Delegetion, 
Copies sent to Telegraph Section, Colonial Office, 
for repetition to Jerusalan. |] | 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO SOFIA 


No. 3l dD. 2625 pom. Sth January, 1948 


anuary, 1948 
Repeated to Bucharest No. 7 Savi 
Washington No. 23 Sav ng, 
Jerusa lem 
United Kingdom Delegation New York No. 8 Saving 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed Sofia telegram No. 31 January 8th repeated. 
for informition Saving to Bucharest, Washington, United 
Kingdom Delegation New York and Jerusalem. 


Your telegram No. 1602 ist 29th December: Jewish 
— immigration]. 


ee your language and agree that you should make 
a sea ormal protest. 


2e I do not consider ge an @ OP ort: matter for 
the Security Council; but if you will report the terms of 
your protest it may be possible to obtain® some publicity 


for it here. 
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Communist Policy Towards Jewis 


Tlleg Tiamigration. 


Eell460 Flag a The Report from His Majesty's Representative 
P - in Bucharest, that the U.S. Legation there had been given 
all available evidence of Soviet participation in the . 
Jewish illegal immigration traffic, prowpted His Majesty's 
Hell791 Flag Embassy in washington to ask for particulars, so that | 
SY they might pass this information to the State Department. 
Hel1l994 Flag Bucharest have feplied with the suimnary contained in 
BG. their telegram No.1526, and the Secretary of State has 
given instructions for this to be communicated personally 
to Mr. Marshall and General Hildring. 


é% 


Qe jashington Hubassy will presumably already 
have passed on this information to the State Department. 
When approaching lire Marshall and General Hildring in 
person, however, I think we should give them a more 
complete and balanced picture of the Situation. I. I. 5 
are noW preparing a comprehensive survey of information 
from confidential sources and.we, for our part, should 
endeavour to take into account Mr. Kendall's interesting 
H.10584 Flag D. report on the relations between the Zionists and the 
Roumanian Communist Party (copies of which have already 
gone to the State Department and the U.Se Embassy in 
London), and the latest shift in Communist policy in- 
Flag #. Flag f. dicated in Bucharest telegrams Nos. 1382, 1502 and 1507. 
and 4.11835 Flag The true significance of this apparent reversion to the | 
Ge PS ofrizinal Comaunist line of discouraging Jewish illegal 
immigration, a change also reflected in recent reports 
of the closing to Jewish refugees of the Polish, 
Hungarian and Roumanian frontiers, will be easier to 
assess when we know the destination of the two illegal 
immigrant ships "Pan Crescent" and "Pan York". The 
First of these, having waited at Constanza for over 2% 
“qonths, sailed in ballast yesterday, and the "Pan York" 
is expected to follow her today. If these ships are 
bound for a Bulgarian port and intend to embark Jews 
there, as did the "Northlands" and "Paducah", we shall 
know that the changed attitude of the Roumanian Govern- 
ment is oi purely local significance. If, on the other 
hand, they leave the Black Sea sapty and are forced to 
try their luck in Italy or Sone other non-Comnunist 
country, we shall hive to revise our ideas about the 
Communist policy towards Jewish illegal immirration. 
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De I suggest, therefore, that we should wait 
until after Christaas before approaching lr. Marshall 
and General Hildring. as there is nothing the U.S. 
Government can Jo to prevent these ships from embarking 
Jews in a Black Sea port, we shall lose nothing by 
tiis delay. 
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